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ABSTRACT  

Particularly when studied in Pesantren, EFL presents several difficulties. Even 

though English is essential in this age of globalization, EFL isn't emphasized. 

Rarely was there research on the subject. The purpose of this study is to compile 

information on Pesantren's EFL-class problems. Two Pesantren in Malang, East 

Java, Indonesia, served as the setting for this qualitative case study. 25 Santris 

had their data gathered through observation, interviews, and documentation. 

After examination, the study identified various themes connected to the 

subjects. 1) Problems with Pesantren's EFL classes, 2) substitutes for 

Pesantren's EFL classes, and 3) Addition of Pesantren EFL class courses. 

Pesantren's EFL program suggests fusing Arabic and English while 

incorporating moral principles. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Research on the implementation of EFL in Pesantren is still interesting to be discussed (Habibi 

et al., 2018). This is because EFL caused several strategies or methods have done by the 

teachers and santris to be shared as effective implementation of EFL teaching-learning in 

Pesantren (Anggarini, 2022). Toar et al., (2022) have stated that EFL classes will be a friend 

for them when it’s implemented with several media such as artificial intelligence. 

Meanwhile, Fathurahman et al., (2016) have asserted that integrated English teaching 

in Islamic boarding schools might be one of the effective solutions in learning English. 

However, the researcher found several issues in the EFL class such as inactive methods (SARI 

et al., 2020), utilizing technology(Rofi’i & Nurhidayat, 2020),  common error(Octaberlina & 

Muslimin, 2022),  and anxiety effect (Salikin, 2019). 

Moreover, the researcher would like to define what is the EFL classroom in Pesantren. 

Octaberlina et al., 2022) have stated that EFL is an abbreviation for English as a Foreign 

Language: the teaching of English to students whose first language is not English. Also, 

Octaberlina & Anggarini, (2020) have asserted that EFL is learning English for non-native 

speaker country. EFL meaning: English as a Foreign Language is learning English in a non-
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English-speaking country. For example, students in China who are learning English are 

considered EFL students because English is not the country's official language (Sari et al., 

2019).  

Another example as we are Indonesians who speak or learn English, which is called 

EFL(Triastuti & Riazi, 2020). (Wijayanto & Hastuti, 2021) also argued that EFL is learning 

English in non-native speaker countries which can help people greatly enhance their 

educational and professional opportunities, and make meaningful improvements to their lives. 

They can also enjoy much more in the way of music, film, and popular culture. Based on the 

explanation above, the researchers stated that EFL is a part of learning English for non-native 

speaker countries such as in Asia, Africa, and so on.  

Moreover, there are a number of challenges in teaching English in Pesantren, including 

increasing student motivation and language proficiency as well as handling packed 

classrooms, tight time constraints, and a dearth of facilities (Marzulina et al., 2021). Anggarini 

et al., (2022) have asserted the issues in implementing EFL in Pesantren such as teacher 

competency while integrating with religious values. Also, Holandyah et al., (2022) have stated 

that Despite being enrolled in a life skills program, students faced a number of obstacles that 

hindered their ability to speak fluently in English, including overcoming linguistic barriers, 

appreciating the use of their native tongue, managing psychological concerns, and seeking 

out engaging conversation topics. According to the aforementioned explanation, the 

researcher said that a number of EFL problems, including motivations, settings, and materials, 

might arise in Pesantren.  

Further, the researcher would like to limit what is Pesantren. Anshari et al., (2023) 

Pesantren is similar to Islamic boarding schools. Meanwhile, (Fauzi et al., 2018; Ma’arif, 2019; 

Mukhibat & Ghafar, 2019; Ni’am, 2015; and Putro et al., 2019) have stated that Pesantren is an 

Islamic institution that has four pillars such as Kiai, santris, turats, and mosque that providing 

Islamic education integrate with several sciences such as management, entrepreneurship, 

research, and so on.  

Based on the statements above, the researcher asserted that Pesantren is an Islamic 

institution that promotes the quality of education specifically in Indonesia. This is because 

Pesantren has several important roles in improving education or Islamic education. With the 

heterogeny cases that happened in Pesantren, the researcher would like to document all 

issues related to the EFL class in Pesantren. 

METHOD 

This is a qualitative case study method. Creswell, (2014) has explained that qualitative 

research is an inquiry process of understanding a social or human problem based on building 

a complex, holistic picture, formed with words, reporting detailed views of informants, and 

conducted in a natural setting. As a case study, this study was held in two Pesantren in Malang 

East Java Indonesia: Pesantren Al-Ittihad and Pesantren Annur Bululawang I (HTQ). This is 

because both of Pesantren have implemented English language teaching in Pesantren as a 

development program for Santri. Meanwhile, the data are collected through observation, 

interviews, and documentation for 25 Santris. For instance, in this phase, the researcher will 

collect data and analyze it (Ball, 2005) which starts with compiling, reducing, and concluding. 

Based on the data analysis, the researcher would like to display the data related to several 

topics such as Issues of EFL Class in Pesantren, Alternatives of EFL Class in Pesantren, and 

Additional lessons in EFL Class in Pesantren and discuss it with the literature reviews. 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Issues of EFL Class in Pesantren 

In this context, the researcher will overview the EFL Class in both Pesantren that are Pesantren 

Al-Ittihad, and Pesantren Annur 1. 

Pesantren Al-Ittihad  

This Pesantren or well-known Islamic boarding school is located in East Malang. The real 

location is in Poncokusumo. This Pesantren blossomed from salafiyah to salaf-modern 

Pesantren which integrated several sciences such as management, entrepreneurship, 

languages, skills, and research.  

There are activities held by Pesantren such as extracurriculars, workshops, seminars, 

training, etc to improve the Asatidz and Santri’s skills. As salaf-modern Pesantren in the digital 

age, Pesantren Al-Ittihad faced challenges such as in promoting language skills as the main 

language for overseas living. Based on the importance of English, the supervisor held the 

extracurricular following Santri’s skills and interests. One of them are English Club. This 

activity in collaboration with the Alumni which is held once every two weeks. The basic 

material taught in this activity is divided into 6 chapters for a year starting from introduction, 

greetings, my family, daily activities in Pesantren, food beverages, and holidays.  

Meanwhile, the learning process is based on the student’s choices. The tutor asks 

Santris one by one through Q&A sessions or through several activities such as singing, 

cooking, and other interesting ways. However, both students and teachers faced several 

issues in learning English in Pesantren such as communication, lack of vocabulary, motivation, 

and environment. This is because English a foreign language that is rarely practiced here. 

Pesantren Annur I (HTQ) 

This Pesantren or well-known Islamic boarding school is located in west Malang. The real 

location is in Bululawang. This Pesantren blossomed from salafiyah to salaf-modern 

Pesantren which integrated several sciences such as management, entrepreneurship, 

languages, skills, and research similar to Pesantren Al-Ittihad.  

Meanwhile, there are activities held by Pesantren such as extracurriculars, workshops, 

seminars, training, etc to improve the Asatidz and Santri’s skills. As salaf-modern Pesantren 

in the digital age, Pesantren Annur faced challenges such as in promoting language skills as 

the main language for overseas living. Based on the importance of English, the supervisor held 

the extracurricular following Santri’s skills and interests. One of them are English Club. This 

activity in collaboration with the experts held every week on Thursday from 10 am – 11.45 am. 

The basic material taught in this activity is divided into 12 chapters for a year utilizing the 

Shobahul lughah book from UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. 

Meanwhile, the learning process is based on the student’s choices and the tutor’s ideas. 

The tutor asks Santris one by one through several methods and activities such as singing, 

cooking, dancing, and other interesting ways. However, the students still faced several issues 

in learning English in Pesantren such as lack of vocabulary, motivation, bravery, 

understanding, and communication. This is because English a foreign language that is rarely 

practiced here and most of them are feel insecure about communicating. After all, they don’t 

have a friend who can speak English fluently. 

This is in line with (Holandyah et al., 2022; Marzulina et al., 2021) who stated that several 

issues in teaching English in Pesantren have appeared such as improving students’ 

motivation, improving students’ language competence, managing over-crowded classes, 
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managing limited time, and facing a lack of supporting facilities. Azkiyah & Mukminin, (2023) 

stated that despite being enrolled in a life skills program, students faced a number of 

obstacles that hindered their ability to speak fluently in English, including overcoming 

linguistic barriers, appreciating the use of their native tongue, managing psychological 

concerns, and seeking out engaging conversation topics. According to the aforementioned 

explanation, the researcher said that a number of EFL problems, including motivations, 

settings, and materials, might arise in Pesantren. However, the researcher or teacher must 

gain more knowledge to know the factors impacting the issues of EFL in Pesantren (Hidayat 

et al., 2023).  

Alternatives of EFL Class in Pesantren 

Based on the data, the researcher would like to conclude directly according to the findings. 

Several strategies done by the tutor or santri based on the observation and interview are stated 

as follows; 

1. Communication issues can be minimized by the drill method and sometimes interactive 

learning classes by foreign tutors (invited virtual tutors). Wijayanto & Hastuti, (2021) 

have stated that communication can be the strategies by EFL learners to improve their 

speaking skills. In addition, SARI et al., (2020) have stated that game activities might 

boost the EFL students’ speaking skills. The researcher asserted that the effective way 

to promote speaking or communication skills in EFL classes in Pesantren through 

intensive practice and direct communication such as International Day programs.   
2. Lack of vocabulary can be overcome by intensive EFL courses in Pesantren. For example, 

additional time for the course to maximize the result. Octaberlina & Anggarini, (2020) 

have asserted that enriching vocabulary can be done by utilizing several medias such as 

picture cards. The researcher proposed based on the observation, the manual medias 

such as memorizing and drilling can be applied to improve the number of vocabulary. 

Moreover, constructivism can be followed because when the Santri found the new 

vocabulary by themselves, the more easier they understand the meaning.  
3. Motivation; the teacher or tutor always be their role model in EFL class. The tutor should 

give never ended motivation to promote the santri’s English skills. (Farid & Lamb, 2020; 

Febriza et al., 2022) have stated that never ending motivation can be the succesfull part 

in learning English. Based on the observation, the researcher do know that the Tutors 

always motivate Santri to improve and always study hard whereas all of them want to 

speak English fluently. 
4. Environment, this alternative means that both of pupils can create the English 

environment or in this case the environment of EFL class in Pesantren such as 

combinging English with Islamic values (Mangunjaya, 2011).  
5. Bravery; learning English must give the students good attitude to the lesson. One of the 

succesfull result in learning language are the student can speak or write English bravery 

and independently (Hudriati et al., 2019). 
6. Understanding, in this case is about the understanding of learning English and 

understanding of EFL class in Pesantren such as combining English and practiced it 

related to the daily life in Pesantren (Anshari et al., 2023).  
7. Supporting factors means the tools in learning English specifically EFL class in Pesantren 

such as medias, facilitation and learning condition. 
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Additional Lessons in EFL Class in Pesantren 

Based on the data, the researcher would like to conclude directly according to the findings. 

EFL class in Pesantren such as integrate the EFL class with religious values (Anggarini et al., 

2022; Fathurahman et al., 2016). In this context, the researcher witnessed that the tutor 

instiller and inserted the religious values in the class such as religious moderation, fiqh law, 

and qur’an hadist.   

CONCLUSION 

EFL class in Pesantren is still interesting to be discussed. There are several issues of EFL 

class in Pesantren such as communication, lack of vocabulary, motivation, environment, 

bravery, understanding, and supporting factors. Meanwhile, several alternatives can be 

applied such as training for both students and learners, providing an interactive learning class 

by foreign tutors, and ensuring the participation of Santri. Also, the EFL class in Pesantren 

can’t be released from religious values. It can be stated that moral values are instilled in the 

EFL class. 

REFERENCES  

Anggarini, I. F. (2022). Insertion the Values of Religious Moderation on Indonesian EFL Class. 
Journal of English Language Teaching and Learning (JETLE), 4(1), 1–10. 
https://doi.org/10.18860/jetle.v4i1.17744 

Anggarini, I. F., Azzahwa, A. C. A. Z., Setyawan, C. A. D., A’la, M. T. R., Maghfiroh, A. L., & Putri, 
R. H. E. (2022). Integrative Learning in Islamic Indonesian EFL Classroom: Challenges 
and Opportunities. Journal of English Teaching and Learning Issues, 5(2), 147. 
https://doi.org/10.21043/jetli.v5i2.17091 

Anshari, I., Zulfikar, T., Tihalimah, T., Abdullah, I., & Mujiburrahman, M. (2023). Understanding 
“Service Learning” in a Traditional Islamic Boarding Schools in Aceh, Indonesia. The 
Qualitative Report. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2023.5808 

Azkiyah, S. N., & Mukminin, A. (2023). Measuring English teaching quality: what teacher 
effectiveness research can offer? XLinguae, 16(2), 238–249. 
https://doi.org/10.18355/XL.2023.16.02.18 

Ball, S. J. (2005). Qualitative Research in Education: Focus and Methods (S. R.R & W. R.B, Eds.). 
Taylor & Francis e-Library. 

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research Design Qualitative-Quantitative and Mixed-Methods 
Approaches. SAGE Publication Inc. 

Farid, A., & Lamb, M. (2020). English for Da’wah? L2 motivation in Indonesian pesantren 
schools. System, 94, 102310. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2020.102310 

Fathurahman, S. M. , Randika, R. , & Rahmawati, E. (2016). An Analysis on the Integrated 
English Teaching and the Islamic Students’ Reflection on their Engagement in Learning 
English at Irsyaadul Ibaad Islamic Boarding School Pasir Sakti, East Lampung, 
Lampung, Indonesia. Asian EFL Journal, 5, 98–111. 



114 Like Raskova Octaberlina, Ida Fitri Anggarini, & Zohaib Hassan Sain 

Fauzi, A., Hefniy, Baharun, H., Mundiri, A., Manshur, U., & Musolli. (2018). E-Learning in 
Pesantren: Learning Transformation based on the Value of Pesantren. Journal of 
Physics: Conference Series, 1114, 012062. https://doi.org/10.1088/1742-
6596/1114/1/012062 

Febriza, A., Sompa, A. W., Amaliah, A., Padad, A. T., & Savitri, A. I. (2022). Impact of Motivation, 
Learning Strategy, and Intelligence Quotient on Medical Students’ Grades. The Open 
Psychology Journal, 15(1). https://doi.org/10.2174/18743501-v15-e2205100 

Habibi, A., Mukminin, A., Najwan, J., Haswindy, S., Marzulina, L., Sirozi, M., Harto, K., & Sofwan, 
M. (2018). Investigating EFL Classroom Management in Pesantren: A Case Study. The 
Qualitative Report. https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2018.3117 

Hidayat, D. N., Fitriah, F., Mahlil, M., & Mason, J. (2023). Factors impacting English teachers’ 
creativity in teaching English as a foreign language in Indonesia. Studies in English 
Language and Education, 10(1), 155–173. https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v10i1.26145 

Holandyah, M., Marzulina, L., Erlina, D., Harto, K., Amalia, F., Fridiyanto, F., & Mukminin, A. 
(2022). Speaking Challenges in a Life Skill Program for Islamic Boarding School 
Students: A Case Study. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, 13(3), 670–677. 
https://doi.org/10.17507/jltr.1303.23 

Hudriati, A., Rusdiah, Noer, M. U., & Arham, M. (2019). EFL Students’ Attitude on Mendeley-
Based Instruction for Scientific Writing in Indonesian Higher Education. The Asian EFL 
Journal, 5(2). 

Ma’arif, S. (2019). Reinventing Pesantren’s Moderation Culture to Build a Democratic Society 
in the Post-Reform Republic of Indonesia. Pertanika Journal of Social Science & 
Humaniora, 27(3), 1739–1751. 

Mangunjaya, F. M. (2011). Developing Environmental Awareness and Conservation Through 
Islamic Teaching. Journal of Islamic Studies, 22(1), 36–49. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jis/etq067 

Marzulina, L., Harto, K., Erlina, D., Holandyah, M., Desvitasari, D., Arnilawati, A., Fridiyanto, F., & 
Mukminin, A. (2021). Challenges in Teaching English for EFL Learners at Pesantren: 
Teachers’ Voices. Theory and Practice in Language Studies, 11(12), 1581–1589. 
https://doi.org/10.17507/tpls.1112.10 

Mukhibat, M., & Ghafar, M. (2019). Virtual Pesantren: New Trend of Islamic Education Model 
in Indonesia. In International Journal of Innovation, Creativity and Change. www.ijicc.net 
(Vol. 5, Issue 2). www.ijicc.net 

Ni’am, S. (2015). Pesantren: the Miniature of Moderate Islam in Indonesia. Indonesian Journal 
of Islam and Muslim Societies, 5(1), 111. https://doi.org/10.18326/ijims.v5i1.111-134 

Octaberlina, L. R., & Anggarini, I. F. (2020). Teaching Vocabulary Through Picture Cards in 
Islamic Elementary School A Case Study in Nida Suksa School, Thailand. Madrasah: 
Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran Dasar, 13(1), 26–38. 
https://doi.org/10.18860/mad.v13i1.9649 

Octaberlina, L. R., & Muslimin, A. I. (2022). Error Analysis on EFL Students’ Thesis Proposal 
Writing. World Journal of English Language, 12(6), 331. 
https://doi.org/10.5430/wjel.v12n6p331 



3rd International Conference on English Teaching and Learning Issues (ICETLI 2023) 115 
 
 

Octaberlina, L. R., Muslimin, A. I., & Rofiki, I. (2022). An Investigation on the Speaking 
Constraints and Strategies Used by College Students Studying English as EFL Learners. 
International Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational Research, 21(9), 232–249. 
https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.21.9.14 

Putro, A. A. Y., Suyanto, & Suryono, Y. (2019). New Tradition of Pesantren in Character 
Education. Journal of Physics: Conference Series, 1254(1). 
https://doi.org/10.1088/1742-6596/1254/1/012002 

Rofi’i, A., & Nurhidayat, E. (2020). The Impact of English EFL Technology PowerPoint in 
Learning Speaking for English Pre-Service Teacher. Journal of Physics: Conference 
Series, 1477(4), 042058. https://doi.org/10.1088/1742-6596/1477/4/042058 

Salikin, H. (2019). Factors affecting male and female Indonesian EFL students’ writing anxiety. 
Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics, 9(2). https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v9i2.20229 

Sari, D. F., Fitriani, S. S., & Emafetery, S. (2019). The strategy of Two Stay Two Stray to improve 
EFL students’ reading skill. Studies in English Language and Education, 6(1), 171–184. 
https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v6i1.13057 

SARI, D. F., YUSUF, Y. Q., DARNİATİ, N., & FAJRİNA, D. (2020). Boosting young EFL students’ 
speaking through game activities. İlköğretim Online, 436–444. 
https://doi.org/10.17051/ilkonline.2020.689664 

Toar, D., Sumakul, Y. G., Hamied, A., & Sukyadi, D. (2022). Artificial Intelligence in EFL 
Classrooms: Friend or Foe? LEARN Journal: Language Education and Acquisition 
Research Network, 15(1), 232–256. https://so04.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/LEARN/index 

Triastuti, A., & Riazi, M. (2020). Indonesian EFL teachers’ content conceptualization and 
course organization: A portray of text-based teaching. Indonesian Journal of Applied 
Linguistics, 9(3), 526–535. https://doi.org/10.17509/ijal.v9i3.23202 

Wijayanto, A., & Hastuti, D. M. (2021). Communication Strategies by Indonesian EFL Learners 
in English Conversation Class. JURNAL ARBITRER, 8(1), 72–81. 
https://doi.org/10.25077/ar.8.1.72-81.2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



116 Like Raskova Octaberlina, Ida Fitri Anggarini, & Zohaib Hassan Sain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank 

 

 


