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ABSTRACT

A song can be used as a medium to improve vocabulary in English KEYWORDS:
teaching. The objective of this research is to analyze the evidence on English song; tool;
the efficacy of song as a tool to improve student's vocabulary mastery.  Vocabulary
Method: The articles about the song as a medium of English teaching

were systematically searched over the past 5 years. Meta-analyses

were performed to pool standardized mean differences (SMD). Results:

10 articles were included in the systematic review, and only 4 articles

meta-analyzed. SMD in mastering vocabulary by using songs at pre-

test was 57,79 and post-test was 86,5 Conclusion: A song can be

effective in initially improving students' vocabulary mastery.

Introduction

In Indonesia, English is a foreign language taught to students in schools. It is taught from
elementary school to college (Bawawa, 2020). It can be known that in modern times the role
of English is very important in life. Speaking in the English language is certainly related to
vocabulary. Sometimes, students are afraid to speak English because of their lack of
vocabulary. Teaching vocabulary can be said to be difficult for students and teachers in the
process of learning English because it requires effort from both parties so that it can be
understood by students well (Sari, et al., 2019).

Vocabulary is the main key in learning English as a basis for forming sentences and can
express intentions and thoughts in communicating (Bai, 2018). In order for students to master
English, it is necessary to master a lot of vocabulary. However, in everyday applications,
students often encounter unfamiliar vocabulary due to a lack of vocabulary mastery. Without
understanding enough vocabulary, they will not understand their own ideas or those of others.
Most people like the activity of listening to and singing songs. This is because a person can
express their feelings and emotions when happy, sad, or bored. Therefore, by the time
someone listens to music, it will be more comfortable and happy. Songs can be applied by
students outside or inside the classroom. That way, students will be trained to learn new
vocabulary.
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Various media can be used in Learning English vocabulary to support teachers in teaching and
developing vocabulary, one of which is a song. A song is an interesting teaching tool in
learning new vocabulary to students who can introduce the vocabulary meaning of music
lyrics (Mantika, 2021). All these media can be used according to the character of the students
they face. In this study, researchers focused more on the medium of songs as a tool to
improve students' vocabulary. Because by using songs, students can get new and familiar
vocabulary that is listened to motivate students. An interesting song will certainly foster
students' interest in learning vocabulary in the lyrics (Dilago, et al., 2022).

Engaging learning with music and singing is highly recommended by language teaching
guidelines (Baills, 2021). Learning to use songs can create memories that are not easily
forgotten because listening to songs will provide a good reflection for students. Good
reflections provide attraction and pleasure that others can enjoy. So, using songs is a good
medium for learning English in improving students' listening skills. Learning to use songs can
create memories that are not easily forgotten because listening to songs will provide a good
reflection for students. Good reflections provide attraction and pleasure that others can enjoy.
In addition, songs can create a comfortable classroom atmosphere, provide positive energy,
improve strong memory and stimulate students because it can reduce stress and anxiety
(Supeno, 2018).

Melisa, et al. (2022) in their research retrace the use of English learning on the effectiveness
obtained. Her research focuses more on the use of songs that provide effectiveness to
students as well as comments from teachers about learning to listen to songs. In addition,
Ferlazzo & Sypnieski (2018) provide some strategies to develop students' listening skills in
learning English. Focusing on understanding the meaning of listening to English songs has a
communicative purpose related to the accuracy of learning to listen. Informal language
research on songs that can be learned through the ability to listen to foreign languages is
English (Ludke, 2019). Based on the explanation of the qualitative literature review, it can be
concluded that songs can have a positive effect on students.

Meta-analysis is a medium that aims to obtain and synthesize the results of primary qualitative
research. In addition, it is able to increase a broader understanding of the theory, catalog
research results, develop actions, conduct a comprehensive evaluation of research creating
methods and methodologies in a particular field (Levitt, 2018). In addition, To obtain relevant
information, the factor that must be considered is the total research for synthetics of about
ten studies in order to obtain a definite result. Conversely, if it does not get a clear result, then
the problem is known from factors depending on the case (Lorenc, Felix, Petticrew, Torres,
Thomas, Thomas, Eves, Richardson, 2016). In meta-analysis researchers collect the same
data then compare the most relevant ones for analysis. The selection of these data will
determine the further process of the research carried out (Akojie, et al., 2019)

From the statement above, this article is different from those previous studies.. By giving
limitations of the methodology, the present study aims to provide a rigorous systematic review
and meta-analysis of the available evidence for the effectiveness of using a song as a medium
to teach English vocabulary. To our knowledge, there has been no published quantitative
synthesis of the literature specifically focused on the efficacy of using a song as a medium to
improve students' vocabulary mastery. Therefore, to explore further, the purpose of this
researcher is to answer the research questions by proving that songs as a tool can improve
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vocabulary mastery. Researchers used the meta-analysis method to prove that songs are
suitable for use as a medium for learning English.

Method

In this method, the author conducts the systematic review and meta-analysis using the
website DIMENSION recommendations (Preferred Linked research data from idea to impact:
Dimension data and solutions for discovery and analytics. The type of publication is article OR
proceeding. The source title of articles was taken in PROJECT (Professional Journal of English
Education) OR IJEE (Indonesian Journal of English Education) OR English Language Teaching.
The keywords of the title and abstract are English songs and vocabulary. It is described in
table 1

Table | DIMENSION search term

Type of Publication (Article* OR Proceding*)

Source of Title Article (“PROJECT” OR “IJEE” OR “English
Language Teaching”)

Title and Abstract (“*English song*” OR
“*Vocabulary*")

Search Strategy

Initially, on July 2, 2022, a systematic search was performed by searching using the keywords
'English song, Vocabulary'. In this search, | found complete data from 270,000 publications by
focusing on searching for Text in the title and abstract. The data is the result of publications
from all over the world. Meanwhile, in this study, the analysis was carried out in more depth
by filtering the search based on several criteria, including articles selected based on the past
5 years, then in Research Categories the author also chooses several criteria, followed by a
filtering process based on the Publication Type namely Article and Proceeding. A final search
was conducted on September 19, 2022, and finally filtering there are 4 categories selected in
the Source Title section. Until this final stage, the total of all articles that have been filtered
based on the criteria above has reached 10 articles. Therefore, the authors read and assessed
the feasibility of 10 articles selected based on the appropriate focus of this material, 4 articles
were taken for further analysis.

Criteria Screening

In particular, the following Criteria were determined to ensure the relevance and quality of the
selected publications.

1) Published publications must be in accordance with the chosen topic.

2) Published publications must contain the use of songs in learning English to improve
Vocabulary
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3) Article publications are taken the most recent, 5 years back
4) Article published with the theme must not be out of the topic
Coding Articles

After screening the articles based on the criteria, the author did coding data. The following is
the result of the coding data according to the title of the articles, participant, and method of
the research.

Coding | Title of Journal Participants Method of the
research
Coding | Improving students’ | Junior high school | classroom action
I vocabulary mastery through | (n=29) research
listening song
Coding | Increasing Kindergarten | Pre-elementary Classroom  action
Il Students’ Vocabulary and | school students | research

Learning Interest Through | (n=9)
English Kids Songs at
Palembang Paramount School
Coding | Increasing Vocabulary | Elementary school | Experiment
n Mastery by Using Song | (n=25) research
Related Reading Texts to
Children Aged Six to Twelve
Coding | Using song to improve | Elementary school | Experiment
v vocabulary  mastery  for | (n=30) research
elementary school

Result
Sample Analysis

From 10 articles on a song as a medium of English teaching, there are only 4 articles that
discuss increasing students' vocabulary mastery by using a song quantitatively. 2 articles use
classroom action research and 2 articles use experiment research. The sample sizes varied
from N = 9 to N = 30. The participants were pre-elementary students (9.7%), elementary
students (59.14%), and junior-high students (31.18%). The language of the instructional
material was English (100%).

Firstly, the researcher presented a narrative synthesis of all included studies in the systematic
review followed by the meta-analysis of sufficient data. An overview of the overall using song
as a medium of vocabulary English teaching can be described as follows:

1. Improving Students’ Vocabulary Mastery Through Listening Song (Coding I)

This researcher used action research from the results of the pretest and posttest of the use
of songs which can improve students' vocabulary. This can be seen from the following table:
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AVERAGE SCORE
NO Pretest Post Test
1. 52.0 71.3
2. 62.7 83.4
3. 58.6 91.4

On the results of this pretest and posttest, researchers performed three times with different
results. In the first pretest it was 52.0 with a posttest of 71.3. While the second pretest was
62.7 with a posttest of 83.4, and the third result was 58.6 with a posttest of 91.4. This shows
that posttests can have improved results than pretest results.

NO Total Score
1. Pretest 5080
2, Posttest 7200

Total 12280

The pretest and posttest results showed an increase in posttest results with a total pretest
value of 5080 and posttest 7200. It can be categorized that songs provide positive value for
vocabulary improvement.

2 Increasing Kindergarten Students’ Vocabulary And Learning Interest Through English Kids
Songs At Palembang Paramount School (Coding II)

In the results of coding lll, researchers used the Classroom Action Research method by
making observations on students using pretests and posttests. It can be seen as follows:

Observation Pretest Post Test
Teaching and learning 62,2 88,25
process

Student assessment 54,15 86,1
Mean 58,35 87,18

In the results of observations, researchers look at the teaching and learning process and
student assessment. This can be shown in the pretests and posttest performed. In the results
of the first pretest in the teaching and learning process with a pretest of 62.2 and a post test
of 88.25. Meanwhile, from the assessment of pretest students 54.15 and posttest 86.1. The
final mean of the pretest was 58.35 and the post-test was 87.18. This can be seen in a
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significant increase in posttesting in students who experienced an increase in achievement
and mastery of vocabulary using song tools.

3. Increasing Vocabulary Mastery By Using Song Related Reading Texts To Children Aged
Six To Twelve (Coding Ill)

In this study, researchers used the quantitative method, because this study is experimental
research. The data used was obtained from the results of student pretests and posttests. The
results of the pretest and posttest can be shown below:

Total Mean
Pretest 1490 59,6
Post tes 2158,75 86,35

The data above shows the total achievement score of children in the 1490 pretest with a mean
score of 59.6 which has a standard ability to adjust vocabulary in students. While the posttest
score was 2158.75 with a mean of 86.35 which had a significant increase in vocabulary
mastery in students. The results of the posttest showed that the linkage of songs can improve
students' vocabulary in children aged six to twelve years.

4. Using Song To Improve Vocabulary Mastery For Elementary School (Coding IV)

In this study, researchers used the pre-experimental method by using the results of the pretest
and posttest. The results of the improvement are seen from the results of the pretest and post
test, the results are described in the form of the following table:

Minimum Maximum Mean SD
Pre test 30 80 54,60 13,642
Post test 70 100 81,07 7,852

In the use of pretests and posttests conducted on elementary school students, it shows that
in the pretest there are minimum scores of 30 and a maximum of 80. In addition, the results
on the posttest show a minimum value of 70 and a maximum of 100. The average value on
the pretest was 54.60 and the posttest was 81.07 with a standard deviation of the pretest of
13.642 and the post test of 7.852. From the results of the pretest and posttest, it can be
concluded that the posttest results have increased in children. This means that the use of
songs used in elementary school students is effectively carried out to improve vocabulary
mastery in students.

Discussion

The discussion of this research is, using songs to improve Students' Vocabulary Mastery. The
finding this research is on Coding which has been stated in the article Coding (1) the use of
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songs used in elementary school students is effectively carried out to improve vocabulary
mastery in students. This can be seen from the table which states that there was an increase
in the Post test with an average of 81.07 which previously carried out the Pre-test with an
average of 54.60. in coding (2) The results state that the use of songs can give a positive
value in increasing Vocabulary, this is stated in the use of 3 pre-test and post-test at different
times. The first pre-test results were 52.0, the second 62.7, the third 58.6 while the number of
Post-tests in 3 tests was 71.3 for the first test, 83.4 for the second test, 91.4 post-test results
were 3, this shows that there is an increase in each test carried out. Coding (3) also gives test
results that there is an increase in achievement and an increase in Vocabulary Mastery using
songs as a learning tool, the researchers here make observations using Pre-test and Post-test
as material for student tests in using songs as a learning tool to improve students' Vocabulary
or not. Coding (4) states that songs can improve Vocabulary Mastery for children aged 6 to 9
years. This is proven by the results of the pre-test and post-test conducted by researchers
using the quantitative method with a total of 1490 pre-test results with an average of 59.6 and
post-test results of 2158.75 with an average of 86.35. Very high post test results indicate that
there is significant progress between the pre test and post test. Thus it can be said that the
use of songs can improve Vocabulary Mastery

Coding | Title of Journal Mean Mean %
Pre-test | Post
test
Coding | | Improving students’ vocabulary mastery through | 58,6 91,4 21,86

listening song

Coding | Increasing Kindergarten Students’ Vocabulary and | 58,35 87,18 19,81
Il Learning Interest Through English Kids Songs at
Palembang Paramount School

Coding | Increasing Vocabulary Mastery by Using Song | 59,6 86,35 18,33
[ Related Reading Texts to Children Aged Six to
Twelve

Coding | Using song to improve vocabulary mastery for | 54,60 81,07 19,51
v elementary school

Mean 57,79 86,5 19,90

Benefits of Song as a learning medium

The use of songs for language learning media in the method of developing listening skills has
a good effect. First, during the English learning process in the classroom, they are involved
and play an active role. In addition, it can also improve their memory, making it easy to
concentrate. When they understand, learning English will be more fun and relieve stress. The
use of songs played together in the classroom also has a positive effect because it can
increase the sense of community of a comfortable group. It is also undeniable that songs can
improve students' mood because of one of the effective teaching techniques for learning
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pronunciation as well as other abilities. This is what makes interesting songs used in learning
English.

Songs are one of the important aspects that can develop a level of sensitivity through sound.
In addition, songs can increase student appeal and morale. Listening to songs also has
positive benefits, such as slowing blood pressure, rilex, as well as reducing muscle tension,
so as to create a calm and comfortable atmosphere. Not only that, songs can increase
imagination related to improving the child's intelligence. Such intelligence affects the good
memory of the lyrics of fun songs.

Listening to songs in learning English can improve their abilities, including adding new
vocabulary, developing their pronunciation, and improving listening skills. The more
accustomed to listening, the more commonly used the vocabulary obtained will be
understood. In addition, the development of pronunciation can be mastered because it is
practiced in the correct pronunciation by native English-speaking singers. This is what
provides good benefits in improving their skills.

The influence of songs for students in learning can reduce tension and calmness. This
calmness can be seen from the song that is effective in the role of learning. Choosing a good
song according to gender and age can influence the selection of song styles such as, jazz,
pop, rap, and others. The selection then has an effect on students' listening ability to hone
their English skills. Song sources obtained from various kinds of content, such as blogs,
podcasts, movies, and others.

The use of songs in learning is beneficial for students to motivate in learning. because itis an
activity that is felt to be fun, such as instrumental music that provides tranquility, examples of
classical music or the like that are chosen by students to feel positive, with a relaxed style.
Songs contain original language, are easy to get and provide vocabulary, culture and language
that make students feel happy. Music can strengthen students' spiritual sense and help them
maintain a balance in their lives. through music one can convey their thoughts and exert
control over their emotions through music as a tool.

Thus the use of songs in the learning process is a fun thing for students. In general, for young
people, songs serve as a recreation rather than a way of communicating messages. The song
makes them have a sense of satisfaction, a feeling of happiness that will make them try even
harder in learning. With the use of songs, listening skills can also be improved through this
practice.

Conclusion

Improving vocabulary to student is very important because learning English requires a lot of
vocabulary so that student can master the language they are learning. Songs can be used in
Learning English vocabulary to support teachers in teaching and improving vocabulary. In
addition, it can create a good reflection for students. The researcher analyzed from coding |,
coding Il, coding Il and coding IV which stated that overall there was a significant difference
between pre-test and post-test scores, which were taken before treatment or before children
were taught to use song as tool learning English. The post-test was given after being taught
using songs. The difference betwee from the results of the pretest and post-test coding | was
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21.86%, coding Il was 19.81%, coding Ill was 18.33%, and coding IV was 19.51%. From the
total of all coding showed 57.79% pretest, 86.5% post-test and the number of pretest and post-
test all coding was 19.90%. This means that there is a significant difference between the pre-
test and post-test scores. Based on the results of the questionnaire, this study shows the
effectiveness of the goal of increasing vocabulary mastery using songs. The tabulation steps
of the questionnaire show that it is good to improve vocabulary mastery using song, which
proves that song as tool is an effective way to improve children's vocabulary mastery.
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